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Dear reader,

You are holding quite an unusual collection. It contains facts about Nazi
crimes committed during the Great Patriotic War (1941-1945) in East Prussia,
currently existing as Kaliningrad region of Russia and a part of Poland’s
territory. Every document embodies the pain of Soviet citizens, our compatriots,
who suffered from unbearable conditions in captivity and forced labour. The
boys and girls, women and children taken abroad were traded on “labour
exchanges” and offered to German families and entrepreneurs as cheap labour
force. Tens of thousands of “Ostarbeiters” did not live to see the Victory...
We mourn the irreparable loss of our fellow citizens — young, strong and
talented. More than 75 years have passed but we remember the enormous
human losses.

Documents provided by the Central Archive of the Ministry of Defence of
the Russian Federation, the State Archive of the Kaliningrad Region, and the
Kaliningrad Regional Museum of History and Art testify to the atrocities and
crimes of Hitler’s collaborators. The Directorate of the Federal Security Service
of the Russian Federation for the Kaliningrad Region declassified documents
from departmental archives for the collected book and presented them to the
general public for the first time. This publication results from the extensive
work carried out by museum staff and archivists, scientists and local historians,
employees of security agencies, government officials, representatives of non-
governmental organisations and the regional search movement.

The published materials convincingly confirm that on the territory of Nazi
Prussia there were concentration camps intended for the mass extermination
of people through executions by shooting, injections, gas chambers and
crematoria. The most terrible of them, Stutthof, was located in the area of
the modern settlement of Sztutowo in Poland. In the present-day Kaliningrad
region, there were “branches” of this “death camp”. During the war, there were
about 50 Nazi camps here, with more that 30 of them defined as labour ones.
Unbearable conditions of detention were created for Soviet people. Prisoners
died from hunger, cold, backbreaking physical labour and infectious diseases.
But there are known cases of resistance from prisoners, who were exhausted
but not broken in spirit, rising above their pain and overcoming fear.

The number of identified prisoners of war of the Red Army, who died in
camps on the territory of East Prussia (now the Kaliningrad region), is 6,148
people. They are included in the regional Book of Memory. And how many
names are still unknown! There will be some long, painstaking and important
search activities ahead.



Near the Nagornoye settlement, Bagrationovsky urban district, an
international cemetery for prisoners of the Stalag [A camp has been preserved.
The graves there number more than 3,000 people. Soviet citizens were buried
in common graves, ditches. This fact alone points to a large number of dead
and a “special” attitude towards them. Red Army prisoners of war received
a reduced food ration, were kept in harsher conditions, were subjected to
constant abuse, and received almost no medical care.

The collected book contains investigation materials and reports on Nazi
atrocities, investigation reports and special reports, records of interrogation of
criminals, official Reich documents on the conditions of detention of Eastern
workers, memories and eyewitness accounts.

From the declassified documents of the Directorate of the Federal Security
Service of Russia for the Kaliningrad region, it became known that at the
beginning of 1945, during the Red Army’s offensive on East Prussia, mass
executions by shooting of Soviet citizens began in the Kénigsberg camps: 1,500
people were killed in February-March alone. Let us remember the Palmnicken
tragedy: during the “Death March” from Kdnigsberg to Palmnicken (now the
settlement of Yantarny) and on the shores of the Baltic Sea, about 5,000
prisoners of Stutthof were killed. But there were women and children among
them! According to the testimony of local residents, many of them were Soviet
citizens.

The Red Army brought liberation from slavery to tens of thousands of
prisoners, among whom were both Soviet citizens and residents of many
European countries. In the context of constant attempts by western neighbours
to rewrite history, the regional collection of documents prepared as part of
the No Statute of Limitations federal project is of great importance. We must
not forget the crimes committed by the Nazis and their collaborators in the
territory of the former East Prussia. All generations living not only in this area
need to remember this. The project is of national importance for preserving
family memory of the Great Patriotic War.

Our people survived the mortal battle and won. They brought deliverance
to the countries of Europe from ‘brown plague’ or fascism, and all attempts to
rewrite the history of the 20th century are futile.

Governor of the Kaliningrad Region
A.A. Alikhanov
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NO STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS: CRIMES OF THE NAZIS
AND THEIR COLLABORATORS AGAINST SOVIET CITIZENS
ON THE TERRITORY OF EAST PRUSSIA

(THE PRESENT-DAY KALININGRAD REGION)

DURING THE GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR

After the establishment of the Nazi dictatorship in Germany in 1933, it began to create an
extensive punitive system to combat “enemies of the state”, with concentration camps as a
part of it. They served imprisonment for citizens found dangerous to the existing regime,
primarily for political reasons. After 1938, Jews began to be sent to concentration camps in
large numbers.

The camp system, as well as the composition and number of prisoners in them, changed
significantly after the outbreak of the Second World War. At the same time, there were formed
prisoner of war camps divided into various categories. Some of them were built on the territory
of pre-existing camp complexes (for example, Auschwitz). The massive use of forced labour
led to the creation of labour camps. At the same time, forced labour of prisoners of war
was also actively used in production and agriculture in Germany. As the Nazi government
adopted the so-called “Final Solution to the Jewish Question”, meant the genocide of the Jews,
“death camps” began to be created. But, according to the fair opinion of researchers, “the
concentration camp was a field of bureaucratic chaos, corruption, arbitrariness and murder.
The division of concentration camps into categories made no difference. It was undertaken
for the sake of an external effect, a demonstration of the supposedly observed objectivity
in the treatment of prisoners.”

Forming a whole picture about the camp system of various types in the northern part
of the former East Prussia (modern Kaliningrad region) is still a problem due to the general
state of the source base, and, as a consequence, due to the almost complete lack of research
on this topic in Russian historiography. During the war years, tens of thousands of residents
of the USSR, both prisoners of war and civilians driven away for forced labour, ended up
on the territory of East Prussia. Already in 1945, certain facts of criminal activities of the
German military and civil authorities in relation to them became the subject of an investigation
conducted by the SMERSH Soviet military counterintelligence agencies. In addition, the
collection of such facts was carried out by the political departments of Soviet military units.
However, the information collected by these agencies is fragmented and does not allow us to
make a complete picture. The main source array is kept in German archives. Materials on the
detention of prisoners of war carried out by German Armed Forces (German: Wehrmacht), are
contained in the Federal Military Archives (Freiburg), and sources relating to forced labour
persons who were under the competence of the Reich Ministry of Labour are contained in
the Federal Archives of Koblenz city. In 2020, about 62 thousand digital copies of documents
relating to the fate of Soviet citizens from the funds of the former German Service Archive
(former Wehrmacht Archive) were transferred to the Russian State Military Archive. After
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processing, the materials will be posted on the Pamyat Naroda (literally: Memory of the
People) portal of the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation.

A significant part of the personal cards of prisoners of war after the war was transferred
to the Central Archives of the USSR Ministry of Defence. Memories of individual prisoners
of war and forced labour workers who were in camps on the territory of East Prussia are
stored in the Kaliningrad Regional Museum of History and Art.

The materials published in the 13th and 19th volumes of the Book of Memory of the
Kaliningrad Region “Nazovem poimenno” (literally: “Let’s call them by name”) had a great
influence on the currently prevailing ideas about the system of German camps in this
territory. Memories of some camp prisoners were published: 1. G. Novikov and N. B. Shvykova
(from the collection of the Kaliningrad Regional Museum of History and Art), P. Dementyev.
But, unfortunately, the compilers of the list of camps made serious mistakes. One of the
largest prisoner of war camps, Stalag IA, is located in Klein Dexen (although in the area of
this settlement there was only a camp cemetery). At the same time, the nearby settlements
of Domtau, Gerken and Warken (correctly Wakern) were indicated in relation to this camp.
The northern part of the camp (“Nord Camp”) was indeed located near Gerken, but the
localisation of other points is not entirely accurate. Also, Insterburg was listed as the main
location of the camp, and the Stalag 1/216, /316 camps were also listed here. In reality, labour
commando 1/216 of the main Stalag IA camp was located in Insterburg. Thus, the compilers
of the list made no distinction between the main camp and one of its labour commandos.
The Heidekrug camp, which was an “external camp” of Stalag IA and was located in the
area of Siluté city (Republic of Lithuania), was localised in the area of Lipki settlement of
Ozersky urban district. There was even a small memorial created here. The location of
Stalag IB, which was in the Hohenstein area, was erroneously designated near Krasnopolye
settlement of Pravdinsky urban district, although in fact we should be talking about the
modern town of Olsztynek in Poland. Located in Sudauen (Suwalki city, Poland), Stalag IF
is erroneously assigned to Orlovka settlement of Guryevsky urban district (former Sudau).
The camp “Oflag-53, also known as ID 1Z, 391 — Tilsit — Sovetsk town (10,000 people died)”
was, as can be seen from the text, localised in the town of TilsitZ The same list of camps was
reproduced in the next volume of the series in 2006.3 But in the same collected book an act of
forensic medical examination of the camp territory in December 1944 was published, which
states that Oflag-53 is located “1.5 km from Pogegen town” (Pagegiai town of the Republic
of Lithuania)*. An article of G.Ignatov about this camp is also presented here, confidently
localising it in the area of Pogegen®. “Oflag-60, also known as ID” was assigned to Schirwindt
town®. In fact, although it was located nearby, it was on the other side of the border — in
Kudirkos Naumiestis town (Republic of Lithuania). During the year of its existence, from July
1941 to July 1942, according to various estimates, from 4 to 11.5 thousand Soviet prisoners
of war died there’. As a result, the list of camps given by the authors of the collected book
became canonical®. However, it should be noted the publication about the Hohenbruch camp,
compiled from Polish literature®.

Like the camps in any province of Germany and in the occupied territories, the
concentration and forced labour camps and prisoner of war camps located in East Prussia
had an extensive system of branches (“external camps”) and “labour commandos,” which were
often located tens of kilometres away from the “central camp”. To these were added camps
for forced labour workers — “Ostarbeiters”, “Eastern workers”. Unfortunately, at present it
is not possible to determine the exact number of camps and their branches. In general, we
can talk about several dozen “external camps” that were subordinated to large forced labour
(concentration) camps and prisoner of war camps. It should be borne in mind that each
“external camp”, in turn, could form several dozen labour commandos.

No Statute of Limitations: crimes of the Nazis and their collaborators against Soviet citizens...




The labour of “foreign workers” was used in increasing numbers during the war years
in Germany. They tried to compensate for the drop in labour productivity associated with
the conscription of experienced workers into the army by increasing the number of workers.
They were to be provided, among other things, by labour resources from the eastern regions:
first Poles, and then “Ostarbeiters” — citizens of the USSR10. In January 1942, the main task
of the apparatus for the labour use of the Economic Headquarters “East” was defined as
“filling in the coming months the gap in the economy that has arisen due to the departure
of all persons of younger conscription age into the army through widespread recruitment
of Russian labour. This is decisive for the war and therefore must be done! If the number
of volunteers does not meet expectations, then, according to the order, the most stringent
measures should be applied during recruitment”!. As a result, the total number of “Eastern
workers” exported by Germany and its allies from the territory of the USSR was about 3.2
million people'

Already in 1945, advancing in battle across East Prussia, the Red Army soldiers literally
encountered traces of Soviet citizens driven here at every step. Sometimes it was a modest
girl’s handkerchief, accidentally left on one of the farms (Polish: folwark). “In the barn next to
the dirty cattle stalls, there was trampled straw covered with old thick sackcloth. Apparently
someone had slept on it before. On this thick sackcloth one soldier found a handkerchief.
There were blood stains on it, and in the very corner the Russian name was embroidered
in red thread: “Natasha”. The soldiers froze, silently looking at the handkerchief. They
stood there like that for several minutes. Then the sergeant, hiding the handkerchief in his
soldier’s blouse pocket, said: “It’s time, comrades, to hit the road.”"® In another farm, “next
to the master’s house there is an extension with dim windows. We go there. Grey walls, cold
brick-lined floor. Sergeant Skorobogatenko notices two Soviet-brand sewing machines here.
In the other corner of the room is a large chest. In it, over a worn woman’s dress, there is
a piece of paper covered in uneven handwriting: “Dear brothers! We can already hear our
guns hitting. We are sitting under lock and key, and it seems to us that the door is about to
open and we will see you, our saviours. We suffered here for two years. There were nine of
us, Russian girls, here [...].The owner forced us to work from dawn until late at night, and
fed us anything, like dogs. For the last week, he locked us up at night, afraid that we would
leave. This evening he said that in the morning we should go with him further from the
front. Hurry up, brothers, don’t let us be driven away to certain death”.

“The Germans forcibly took me and my daughter, my 8-year-old nephew and my sister
with two children to Germany in the spring of 1944,” F.F. Gavrilova from Vitebsk testified
to Red Army officers. “We went by rail for about a month; the wagons were crowded with
people. We were not given water along the way, and many died of hunger and disease. After
arriving, we were distributed like cattle among the landowners. I ended up working for the
landowner Smailius. I worked from dawn to dusk, but we weren’t paid anything. We received
1.5-2 kg of bread for a week; apart from water soup, they did not cook any other food for
us. The landowner beat us with everything he could. My sister and nephew died from these
torments, and we barely lived to see your arrival.”®®

In the cities of East Prussia, labour exchanges operated at railway stations, to which those
transported for forced labour in Germany were delivered. One of them was in Darkehmen!.
The morals that reigned on such exchanges were not much different from what happened in
the “slave markets.” One of them was described in 1945 by war correspondent M. G. Bragin,
who met with those released from German captivity. “At the market, they separated sisters,
friends, and countrywomen to make it harder for single people to resist. The Germans argued
at the market: everyone wanted to get the youngest ones, even teenagers, they were weaker,
but it was easier to make them obey; the elders were stronger, more experienced, but more
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obstinate. To avoid any dispute, the girls were raffled in an all-prize lottery, ten marks per
ticket. Ticket No. 8 fell on the documents of a fifteen-year-old Russian girl Olya Onufrieva.
The satisfied German looked at his “prize”, took Olya’s documents and rode off in the phaeton.
Olya ran after him for twelve kilometres along the hot asphalt of an improved German road.”"”
The famous Soviet writer [. G. Ehrenburg, who visited East Prussia in January 1945, testified:
“In small provincial Bartenstein, every family with three children received a worker — Russian
or Polish. One farmer told me that she lived modestly, only one Ukrainian and one Italian
worked for her; for them she paid sixty marks to the “Arbeitsamt.”® Among those taken to
forced labour in Prussia were teenagers Valentin Gagarin and Zoya Gagarina, the brother
and sister of the future “cosmonaut No. 1” Yuri Gagarin. They were brought to Danzig along
with the next train. From there they were sent to work on one of the estates and were later
liberated by the Red Army*®.

There were camps for “Ostarbeiters” at the production sites. In Kénigsberg, similar
camps were located at the Schichau shipyard, the Steinfurt carriage works, the Presswerke
cartridge factory and the Ostlandwerke artillery factory in Metgethen and other places.
After the capture of the fortress city, front-line correspondent Yu. M. Chernov met with
their former prisoners. “Meetings with our people driven into slavery are painful,” he wrote.
“Who is from the Smolensk region?” a woman whose age is difficult to determine asks us:
yellow skin tightens her cheekbones. Grey hair peeks out from under a grey headscarf. On
the chest there is a diamond made of rough canvas, in the centre of the diamond there is
a black nine: she did not have time to rip it off. [...] Her father, mother, sister and sister’s
six-year-old child are with her. Old people are unlikely to reach home: living skeleton.
I wonder how he keeps body and soul together. And the boy looks like a little old man:
emaciated, his face is bloodless, his eyes are not childishly serious.”® “In those days, I felt
that mutual responsibility connected the ferocious SS men and the peaceful Mrs. Miiller
from Rastenburg, who did not kill anyone, but only received a cheap servant — Nastya from
Orel,” stated 1. G. Ehrenburg?.

In total, together with the prisoners of war involved in Germany, the number of “foreign
workers” in the country reached 7.3 million people in May and 7.9 million in September
1944. The labour balance of the Nazi state rested precisely on them?. At the same time, the
effectiveness of the use of forced labour was very problematic. Ultimately, entrepreneurs
received unskilled personnel with low labour discipline and far from the highest output.
However, “Germany, an aggressor state, was doomed to experience a persistent and debilitating
“thirst” for cheap, or even better, free labour. Forced human labour became a kind of “drug”,
although it quenched pain for a while, but did not in any way affect its sources. From this
point of view, Germany was economically programmed for defeat, but with a purely addictive
instinct it strove precisely for the blitzkrieg (literally: lightning war) as its last chance.”?

Forced labour camps also operated on the territory of East Prussia. A typical example of
one of them is the Hohenbruch camp, located near the modern Gromovo settlement of Slavsky
urban district. It was created in September 1939. Initially, German communists, deserters from
the Wehrmacht and Jews were kept there, but soon Poles, including intellectuals and former
officials, began to be sent there?. It was originally a “penal labour camp” (“Strafarbeitslager”).
It was under the control of the police authorities and therefore was often designated as
a “police camp” (“Polizeilager”). But then it was transferred to the SS control and acquired the
character of a “forced labour camp”®. In 1944, the number of prisoners reached 3 thousand
people®. They worked on nearby rural farms, as well as on reclamation work and in forestry:
they felled trees, uprooted stumps, dug ditches, and built roads. At the same time, the
prisoners did not have special clothing or shoes and spent the entire time working barefoot
in the water and swamp. They were often forced to dig even potatoes with their bare hands?.

No Statute of Limitations: crimes of the Nazis and their collaborators against Soviet citizens...




The camp parade ground, in addition to traditional gatherings and roll calls, served
at night for sophisticated punishment, which the prisoners themselves dubbed the word
“carramba”. It was hours of running around the parade ground, often throughout the night.
Certain sections of the road were specially watered and wire was stretched over them. Often
a spotlight was directed onto the road immediately in front of the obstacle. The runners
became blind, stumbled and fell on top of each other in the mud. At the same time, the guards
beat them with batons and hounded them with dogs, and also fired at them?.

As in all camps, the food ration was very meagre: daily from half a litre to a litre of rutabaga
or cabbage soup. For dinner, they were given a litre of substitute coffee (German: Ersatzkaffee)
and 200 grams of bread, to which a little margarine was sometimes added. If any of the prisoners
tried to escape, as punishment, the entire camp was transferred to a half ration®.

The main contingent of prisoners in the camp consisted of Poles, but sometimes forced
labourers from the USSR ended up here for various offenses. One of them was Yuri losifovich
Khorzhempa, an ethnic Pole. In January 1942, he was taken to forced labour as a minor.
He ended up in Kénigsberg, but was transferred to Hohenbruch for attempting to escape.
“In the barracks [ was given a place in the second tier of bunks, where there were straw
mattresses and many, many fleas,” he later recalled. “In the middle of the barracks there
was a long table where we ate. However, the word “ate” must be placed in quotation marks,
since it could not be called food. After 10-15 days in the concentration camp, I became like
a skeleton covered in skin. I dug sand and loaded it into narrow-gauge railway trolleys — we
were building a dam to prevent water from flooding the meadow. The loaded trolleys went
down under their own power, and were carried up by horses. The easiest job in the whole
camp was as a brakeman on the trolleys. But I never got there. Sometimes [ was taken to
load hay onto barges. There were no days off in the concentration camp. The shovel left
bloody calluses on my hands, and if I didn’t fulfil the quota — 12 trolleys of sand — then
[ was deprived of a bowl of soup. All the prisoners had striped clothes and klumps* on their
feet, which were uncomfortable to walk in.

Next to “my” block there was a women’s block across the fence. I don’t know where
they took women to work. I remember one incident. One evening, all the women were taken
to the parade ground and forced to run in a circle. A heavy downpour began. Those who
stumbled and fell were beaten by the guards with whips. And at this time, on the veranda,
where the guards were laughing as they looked at everything that was happening, music
was playing: the Pimper foxtrot. [ remember this foxtrot for the rest of my life: a forest,
a heavy downpour, young beautiful women in robes running in circles in the mud, being
beaten with whips, and music playing all the while. [...] After serving my sentence, I was
taken from the concentration camp to Kdnigsberg — again to the exchange. Paul Benzon
hired me there. [ was a living shadow. When the hostess gave me something to eat for the
first time, [ couldn’t eat: spasms in my throat did not allow me to swallow, I ate very little —
I knew that after a long hunger strike I couldn’t eat much, but still I started having colic in
my stomach. I rolled on the ground, crying in pain.”® In January 1945, after the start of the
Soviet offensive, the camp was evacuated: those prisoners who could not walk were shot,
and the rest were taken on foot towards Konigsberg®'. Now there is a small memorial on the
site of the camp. Not far from it there is a memorial sign at the death site of the Jack special
reconnaissance group commander P. A. Krylatykh: Soviet intelligence officers who landed
here in July 1944 did not know about the existence of the camp and accidentally stumbled
upon one of its guard posts®.

In the city of Konigsberg, a new prison was built in 1929, which received the designation
“Neubau” — “New Building”. Now this is pre-trial detention centre No. 1 of the Federal
Penitentiary Service of Russia for the Kaliningrad region. The collected book contains the
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testimony of F. Otheisdorf, one of the former wardens of this prison, arrested by the SMERSH
(No. 145). It follows from them that death sentences imposed on citizens of the USSR were
carried out here too. He gives almost no details about this. However, his testimony can be
supplemented with materials collected by A. Omelyanovich, who himself was a prisoner of
this prison. According to him, the guillotine mentioned by F. Otheisdorf was installed here in
1940. It was in a special section of the basement, the walls of which were lined with dark tiles.
There were special drains for blood and its flushing with water. In the next room, separated
by a curtain, there was a table covered with green cloth. There were tubs with oleanders
along the walls, and a portrait of A.Hitler hung on the wall. Nearby there were several dozen
small cells, without windows or beds, with barred doors. The condemned were housed in
them immediately before execution. All prisoners in prison wore black jackets and trousers,
but those sentenced to death had white stripes 10 cm wide sewn on their chests, sleeves and
down their trouser legs. This was a sign of death.

Executions in Neubau were carried out once or twice a week, and up to several dozen
people were executed at the same time. In this case, the condemned person could expect his
fate from six to nine weeks. It was a torture: weeks of waiting, the opportunity to watch from
the cell window the removal of boxes containing the bodies of the beheaded from the prison
basement. And the experience of each execution, when the life of those whose turn had not
yet come was extended for a few more days. Beatings, a punishment cell with water (and
with frost in winter) on the concrete floor and walls, and hunger added to this. Periodically,
after the execution, the wardens, wearing bloody clothes, burst into the cells and told the
prisoners that these boots would soon be covered with their blood.

The execution process itself was carried out as follows. The prison warden received a list
of those sentenced from Procurator General Bringmann. In the first half of the day, they were
taken out of their cells in handcuffs and taken to the basement, where they were locked in
temporary holding cells. After lunch, Bringmann himself, the prison warden and a number
of officials went down to the basement. They sat at a table covered with green cloth. The
guards tore off the condemned man’s clothes and dragged him to the table. Bringmann
read out the verdict and made a sign with his hand. The curtain covering the guillotine was
pulled back. The executioner’s assistants used wooden clamps to firmly fasten the neck of
the condemned man to the guillotine table. Then the executioner lowered the axe and the
severed head fell into the basket. After this, an execution protocol was drawn up.

Late in the evening, a car arrived at the prison, into which boxes with the bodies of those
executed were loaded. Often, blood flowed from them into the yard, which was covered with
slag. The shepherd-wolfhound that lived in the prison rushed between the boxes and lapped
up this blood. Other prisoners watched this furtively from the windows of their cells...®

One of the largest concentration camps in East Prussia was Stutthof, located about 30
km east of Danzig. The first transport with arrested Poles arrived there in September 1939.
Even then it was designated not only as a “civilian prisoner camp” (“Zivilgefangenenlager”)
(that is, a camp for arrested civilians), but also as a “concentration camp”. In 1940-1941 it
was a “concentration camp™4, and in October 1941 it was transformed into a “forced labour
camp”. Although from that time forward it was called the “Stutthof special camp” or “Stutthof
forced labour camp”, this did not change its character at all — it still remained a concentration
camp for Gdansk Pomerania®. In total, at least 80—-90 thousand prisoners passed through it*.
The documents published in the collected book indicate that this camp gradually began to
acquire features characteristic of a “death camp”. Here prisoners (including Soviet citizens)
were exterminated in a gas chamber, and then their bodies were burned in a crematorium.

Like all similar camps, Stutthof had an extensive network of “branches”. In the summer
and autumn of 1944, there was a sharp increase in their numbers: almost 43 thousand Jewish
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women from the Baltic states, Poland and Hungary were sent to the camp. Some of them, about
22 thousand, were transported to other concentration camps. The rest, about 21 thousand
people, were sent to newly created branches or to agricultural work on private estates. At the
same time, 10.5 thousand women were placed at the disposal of the Todt Organization, which
built field fortifications in the area of Thorn and Elbing, and almost 5 thousand women were
employed in the construction and maintenance of military airfields in East Prussia. In total,
about 30 thousand prisoners were sent to the newly created branches from Stutthof, that is,
half of the camp’s strength at the final stage of its operation®. In total, by this time there were
43 “external camps”, in which from 10-20 to 1,500 prisoners were involved in forced labor®.
The airfield at Schippenbeil served approximately 1,250 prisoners. On the territory of the
modern Kaliningrad region, “external labour camps” functioned in Kénigsberg (at the Steinfurt
carriage works, approximately 500 prisoners), at the military airfields of Heiligenbeil (1,200
prisoners), Seerappen (1,200 prisoners), Gerdauen (1,000 prisoners), Jesau (1,350 prisoners)*.

As a result, several thousand prisoners assigned to the camp were located hundreds of
kilometres away. In January 1945, after the start of the Soviet offensive in East Prussia, the
question of their evacuation arose. Units of the Red Army advanced very quickly, soon cutting
off the land routes to the main camp. Therefore, it was proposed to send the prisoners on
foot to Palmnicken, from where they would transport them to the main camp by sea.

In the twentieth of January, columns of prisoners from the “external camps” reached
Konigsberg. According to various estimates, they numbered from 5 to 7 thousand people.
Here they were housed in the buildings of the Steinfurt carriage works, the twine factory
and the barracks on Rathshof. The commandant of the “Stutthof external labour camp” in
Konigsberg, the SS Senior Squad Leader (German: Oberscharfiihrer) (Feldwebel) Fritz Weber,
was appointed commander of the combined column.

Early in the morning, a column of prisoners stretched from Kénigsberg in the direction of
Palmnicken. About 400 Jewish men walked ahead, led by F. Weber’s convoy. They were followed
by women, whose convoying was controlled by Head Squad Leader (German: Hauptscharfiihrer)
Kaufeldt and one of the officials of the Todt Organization®.

“This is how the “death march” began, in which only a few could survive.”!

The executions of lagging prisoners began already on the outskirts of Kdnigsberg. Gert
Herberg, who served in the anti-aircraft battery located in Goldschmied, later testified: “Every
20-30 of them unable to go further or to be led by the arms were shot by the SS guards with
submachine guns.”*? The mournful way from Kdnigsberg to Palmnicken, passed by prisoners
exhausted from malnutrition, fatigue and cold, was literally strewn with the bodies of those
who could not go further and were shot by the convoy. Their suffering was further aggravated
by the fact that the convoy deliberately moved along secondary roads, which increased the
distance covered. As a result, instead of 50 kilometres, the forced march participants walked
more than 80%. And every kilometre 